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DX,as most hams know, is short for “distance.” So
it’s only logical that, when government and
public health officials call for “social distanc-

ing” to fight the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus, we hams
translate that to “social DXing” and get on the radio without
fear of infection! After all, we’ve been conducting social DXing
since the dawn of the radio age. Before going any further, we
want to express our heartfelt sympathies to any members of
our extended ham radio family who have been touched direct-
ly by this terrible disease, and our assurance to those who are
recovering that your ham family has your back.

For the rest of us, in this time of quarantines, stay-at-home
and shelter-in-place orders, with many businesses closed
and physical gatherings banned (the status quo in many
places around the world as I’m writing this in early April), ham
radio offers an important antidote to the isolation that so many
of us are feeling. It provides both an avenue for maintaining
contact with other people and a sense of normalcy for at least
one segment of our lives. And it seems that many of us are
taking advantage of what our hobby offers.

Typically, at the bottom of sunspot cycle, participation in HF
contests drops off a bit, but this year, in less than 48 hours
after the end of the CQ WPX phone contest weekend at the
end of March, the number of logs submitted had already bro-
ken the all-time record set in 2015, at the peak of the current
solar cycle. In my own experience, band conditions led to
mostly domestic contacts, but that was also fine, as it provid-
ed an opportunity to touch base with friends as well as fellow
hams around the country (plus the occasional DX contact).

Restrictions on travel and large gatherings are causing post-
ponement or cancellation of many in-person ham activities, but
we’re using our ingenuity and general technical knowledge to
develop alternatives in many cases. Some examples:

• As reported last month, the 2020 Dayton Hamvention®
has been cancelled. But to keep the spirit of the show alive,
the Dayton Amateur Radio Association and the World Wide
Radio Operators Foundation are teaming up to sponsor the
Hamvention QSO Party on Saturday of what would have
been the Hamvention weekend (see this month’s Contesting
column for details). The Tokyo HamFair has been postponed
until the fall as well (see News).

• The annual HamSCI Workshop in March was converted on
short notice from an in-person event in Pennsylvania to an
online-only gathering. Net result: Greater participation from
around the world (see this month’s VHF Plus column) and plans
to include an online component in future HamSCI workshops.

• A statewide emergency communications conference in
Ohio has been converted into a statewide “operate from
home” drill, and many clubs have started or expanded nets
on local repeaters to keep tabs on each other and provide
help to fellow hams and others as needed (see this month’s
Emergency Communications column for details, and a 
newspaper story about a net in North Carolina at
<https://tinyurl.com/u3fgxdh>). 

• At this writing, the ARRL is leaving decisions about Field
Day operations up to individuals and clubs, based on their
local situations. It is emphasizing the need to remain flexible

and to have a Plan B ready to implement in case usual oper-
ations are either prohibited or discouraged by local officials.

• Many clubs are holding meetings on their repeaters or
online. Some are organizing their members to make food or
medicine deliveries to neighbors who can’t leave their homes.

• Off the air, a group of hams is working with a professor
in Florida to develop a respirator that can be built using prod-
ucts from your local hardware store and controlled with an
Arduino microcontroller (also in this month’s Emergency
Communications column); and here at CQ, we tried to help
ease the isolation and take your minds off the news for a bit
by offering free access to our March and April digital editions
to the entire ham community. More than 2,000 of you took
us up on the offer in a matter of days; and many of you helped
“pay it forward” by responding generously to our spring sub-
scription promotion and helping us keep moving ahead in
these very difficult economic times. We can’t thank you
enough for your loyalty and support. 

The list could go on, and may have taken on new dimen-
sions by the time you read this. The ingenuity and creativity
of the ham community knows no bounds, and we are so
grateful to be part of this very special group of people, and
to help you share your stories and inspire each other to do
even more as we face new challenges together. Meanwhile,
continue to Conquer the Quarantine by getting on the radio,
checking in on friends, and practicing Social DXing on the
air until we can all get together in person again.

If there is a silver lining to this COVID cloud, it is that many
of us, along with our schools and businesses, have been
pushed to continue embracing new technology. Many multi-
operator stations in the WPX SSB Contest used remote tech-
nology. On a personal level, I’ve finally begun to learn how
to do banking and make purchases using my phone. As bad
as all of this is, technology has kept it from being even worse.

In This Issue
We could have called this the COVID-19 Special, since the
impact of the virus is making itself felt in at least a half dozen
of this month’s columns, but one of our goals here is to give
you something else to read about and think about for a little
while. So here we go … we’ve got the CW results of last fall’s
CQ World Wide DX Contest, a throwback to the first CQWW
Contest in 1948, a brief report (with more to follow next
month) on the reactivation of DXpedition pioneer Danny
Weil’s (SK) callsign of VP2VB for the first time in six decades,
and much, much more. 

We’d also like to take this opportunity to welcome Jim Houser,
WA8JIM, to the CQ staff as our new Awards Editor. As we
reported last month, Eddie DeYoung, KS4AA, became a Silent
Key in late January. We were just getting to know Eddie but
will miss him just the same; and we look forward to a long and
fruitful relationship with Jim. Be sure to check out this month’s
Awards column to meet Jim and learn about his background.

Stay safe, stay healthy, and if you do any social DXing out-
doors this spring and summer, be sure to observe on-the-
ground social distancing guidelines as well.

– 73, Rich, W2VU


