On the Cover
Altamonte Springs (Florida) Police
Department “Radio Volunteers” Dick
Fess, K4FUY (left), and Bob Mahon,
KG4HBO (right), examine a map in the
radio room at the city’s Alternate Emergency Operating Center, or AEOC. In
Florida, explained Altamonte Springs
ARES/RACES
Coordinator
Peter
Meijers, AI4KM, there is only one designated EOC per county, and municipal
facilities such as the one in his city are
designated as AEOCs. This center is
used for local emergencies and is in contact with the Seminole County EOC in
Sanford during countywide callups, and
when necessary, with the state EOC in
Tallahassee, Florida.
The radio room is equipped for HF,
VHF, and UHF analog voice communications as well as D-STAR, a WinLink
packet station that is active all the time,
a CB rig, and a Peet Brothers weather
station connected to a 2-meter rig (public-safety officials also have access to the
weather station data).
The police department’s Radio Volunteers program has been in place for
more than ten years, limited to six active
members but supported by the city’s
larger ARES/RACES group. According
to Meijers, the group’s largest event
every year is the city-sponsored “Red
Hot Boom” each July 3, with fireworks
and other activities. Some 25 to 30 ham
volunteers act as extra eyes and ears for
police and report any problems they may
encounter.
The group is also prepared for weather emergencies. Fortunately, the area
hasn’t had a direct hit from a hurricane
since 2004. In 2007, however, amateurs
helped put up a temporary antenna tower
for the county after a tornado took down
its main 400-foot tower. Other examples
of amateur radio emergency and publicservice communications may be found
throughout this “Emergency Communications Special” issue. (Cover photo by
Larry Mulvehill, WB2ZPI)
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Volunteers apply for membership
through a local congregation. Each
state organizes its own radio teams.
Membership details vary from state to
state, but a typical program calls for a
one-time $30 fee to cover meals and
materials at the training sessions, as
well as FEMA-required background
investigation and ID badge effective for
three years and accepted by FEMA.
“Most all of the state EOCs know who
the SBDR is,” said Fred Kinsey,
KC8RQK, a 40-year emergency responder who is National Coordinator. Kinsey,
a retired Ford Motor Co. technician from
Monroe, Michigan, received his callsign
10 years ago, just before 9/11. During
three previous decades of service, he
had to be “shadowed” by licensed hams.
A call from the Red Cross to borrow his
four-wheel-drive truck during a severe
blizzard was the beginning of his career
in disaster relief. That led to joining the
American Red Cross. During Hurricane
Andrew in 2004 he put on his second hat
with the SBDR. The two organizations
work together closely.
“We provide manpower and the
kitchens, and the Red Cross provides
supplies and logistics,” Kinsey said. It’s
reported Southern Baptist churches
and field kitchens prepared more than
8-million meals delivered by Red Cross
units after Hurricane Katrina. SBDR
also works closely with the ARRL,
SATERN, and FEMA. ARRL issues the
alert on its behalf when ham reinforcements are needed.
American Red Cross. On the basis
of statistics alone, there should be plenty of opportunity to assist the American
Red Cross in communications. The
organization responds to approximately 70,000 emergencies every year. It
relies on radio amateurs on two levels:
“Pre-accredited Disaster Relief personnel” are enrolled at individual chapters
and may be dispatched anywhere for
longer relief and recovery assignments.
“Spontaneous volunteers” are recruited
when major emergencies occur, subject to on-the-spot background and
physical health checks. National headquarters works with the ARRL when
ham reinforcements are needed. Many
local chapters also have arrangements
with radio clubs in the vicinity.
Contact the local chapter for Disaster
Relief membership information. Addresses are at: <http://www.redcross.
org/en/volunteer>.
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Established by Congress in 1939, the
Coast Guard Auxiliary served throughout World War II with a peak of some
50,000 members providing homeland

security. Today’s Auxiliary includes
about 30,000 members, who, along with
the 32,000 active-duty Coast Guard
members, now report to the Department
of Homeland Security. The Maritime
Radio Service is central to Coast Guard
operations, so there’s no separate
branch for licensed amateurs. However, interested radio amateurs are
encouraged to check with the Auxiliary
Flotilla in their area.
Membership requires a background
check. Liability coverage is provided
while on a mission as well as entry to the
USCG equivalent of post exchanges,
except for tobacco and alcoholic beverages. There is also access to the Coast
Guard’s Mutual Assistance program,
which provides low-interest loans for
emergencies and student loans.
Immediately after 9/11, the Auxiliary
made maritime security its primary task.
Its Strategic Plan for 2011–2012 “reflects a change (back) to emphasis on
recreational boating safety while continuing to contribute to the security of
the United States.” For more info, visit:
<http://cgaux.org/mission.php>.
REACT® (Radio Emergency Associated Communication Teams). From
its initial mission 48 years ago, monitoring the emergency Channel 9 on
Citizens Band REACT® has cut loose
from industry funding, earned non-profit status, and achieved working arrangements with the National Weather
Service, the Red Cross, the ARRL, and
the Salvation Army, along with numerous local governments. REACT “frequently provides communications and
other support at public service events
(and) during emergencies, acts as
severe weather spotters, and provides
other types of assistance,” according to
the REACT International, Inc. website.
REACT is “not just ‘CBers.’ Many teams
also use GMRS (General Mobile Radio
Service), Amateur (Ham) Radio, and
other types of communications. Yes,
many of us even use cell phones!” Visit:
<http://www.reactintl.org>.
SKYWARN. SKYWARN is the civilian
auxiliary of The National Weather Service, thousands of additional sets of
trained eyes and ears to report on ground
conditions during storms and other
weather extremes. The weather service
relies on these reports to supplement its
radar and satellite imagery in issuing
watches and warnings as severe weather approaches. You do not have to be a
ham to be a certified SKYWARN member, but many members are hams and
there are SKYWARN nets held throughout the country. For more information, go
to <http://www.weather.gov/skywarn/>.
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