US and a money-back guarantee. See:
<http://www.swapmyrigs.com/>.”

The Skyhook
May also finds many hams receiving the
spring catalogs from ham retailers
eager to take orders on all the new
goodies. These catalogs are chock-full
of new information, especially antennas. If your mobile skyhook has been
on the car or truck for more than two
years, this would be a good time to give
it a good “checkup.” Months of temperature extremes, rain, sun, ice, and wind
can take a toll on even the best-made
antennas and feed lines. You may not
have noticed the performance of your
system falling off, because in many
cases it’s a gradual process. Remem-

ber the old adage “A dime spent on an
antenna is worth a dollar spent on a
radio.” This applies to mobile rigs as
well. Your radio may be perfectly fine,
but its performance could be limited by
antenna and coax that are past their
prime.
While cruising through the pages of
the latest catalogs, I also noticed there
are many new and clever mounting
devices that work well with today’s cars
and trucks; many of the new designs
don’t require a hole to be drilled in the
vehicle’s body, yet they offer a sturdy
and reliable mount for antennas from
HF up through UHF frequencies.

Think Big
You might remember our previous col-
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On the Cover
Tiverton, Rhode Island, sits between two of the Ocean State’s many bays, so perhaps it’s no surprise that Jeff Lynch, WA1VQY, likes to collect boatanchors. Of course,
we’re talking about the radio variety here—classic American-made tube rigs from the
‘50s and ‘60s which have earned the nickname because they’re big enough and heavy
enough that they just might work for that purpose as well! Jeff says he has well over
50 boatanchors in his collection—three of the four walls in his 15x15-foot shack each
have three shelves worth of gear on them—and anything that’s on a shelf works (restoring boatanchors is another part of his addiction!).
Jeff has been a ham since 1975 (original call WN1VQY) and is part of a multigenerational radio family … his grandfather (now an SK) was WA1CXF, his father was a longtime scanner and shortwave enthusiast (but never a ham), and his son is KB1OAL.
Back when Jeff was 15, he went into an electronics repair shop looking for a CB rig.
The owner, John King, WA1ABI, suggested that ham radio might be a better way to go.
“He hooked up a rig and made a CW contact with Michigan or someplace,” Jeff
recalled. “I was hooked. Three weeks
later, I took the Novice test in his shop …”
John has also become a lifelong friend
and mentor, still helping Jeff to this day
on restoration projects.
Jeff is mostly active on CW and loves to
ragchew, although he loves the sound
quality of AM phone on those old tube rigs.
And by the way, the red can on the floor
contains fuel for the kerosene heater that
keeps his shack warm. Don’t worry,
though, Jeff is the fire chief in the nearby
town of Portsmouth, so he makes sure
everything is done safely. And his cap is
from the International Association of Arson
Investigators, “one of the many hats you
have to wear,” he says, “as the chief of a
small fire department.” (Cover photo by
Larry Mulvehill, WB2ZPI)
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umn on hill-topping and the versatility a
well-designed van can offer the serious
operator who wants to head into the field
or simply to Field Day. A “bare bones”
new or used van can often be acquired
for relatively little money and can serve
“double duty” as an every-day vehicle if
necessary.
One problem with a “bare bones”
vehicle is that it’s basically a steel box,
which can be noisy and at times irritating while on the road because it seems
to amplify every sound. In other words,
you can feel like you’re sitting inside a
drum. We received a note from an experienced operator who has owned many
such vans and he shares this bit of
wisdom:
Tim, K3HX, writes—
“While not a hilltopper per se, I have
operated van mobile/portable for many
years. Here’s a tip for reducing noise
inside the van on the way to your destination.
“To reduce the ‘riding inside an oil
drum ‘racket, run down to your dollar
store and get a number of rubber ‘sink
mats’ and use silicone adhesive (I have
found General Electric RTV to give
good service) to hold them to the panels where the windows would go if the
van had windows. Also do this inside the
side and rear doors and on the inside
surface of the roof. These sink mats are
about 12 inches by 14 inches and have
a multitude of little suction cups on one
side. Use the adhesive on the non-suction-cup side and hold the mat in place
with duct tape until the adhesive cures.
You may need padded ‘dead men’
sticks to hold the sink mats to the ceiling, in addition to the duct tape, while
the RTV cures. Be sure the panels and
mats dry and are free of grease.
“I’ve found this method to be the most
cost-effective in dampening the racket.
I tried the auto parts store ‘sound deadening’ mats, but the self-adhesive failed
in the summer heat. Also, they were
very pricey. The sink-mat method has
been in use since my third van.
“To further reduce noise both on the
road and when operating, you might
consider automotive headliner material
on the walls and ceiling. The stuff I use
came from JC Whitney and was glued
onto panels of ‘luan floor underlayment’
from the local home improvement store.
I used 3M ‘77’ spray adhesive. The fabric-covered panels were then screwed
into the ribs of the body with self-drilling
screws.
“I put in a layer of ordinary house fiberglass between the fabric-covered panels and the body of the van. This adds
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