On the Cover
Three of our articles this month relate to
DXing accomplishments on the VHF bands
(see pages 34, 37, and 82), so we thought
it would be fun to put a VHF “big gun” on
the cover.
Jeff Kline, K1TEO, of Trumbull, Connecticut, has one of the loudest signals in
the northeast on frequencies from 50 MHz
to 10 GHz. He holds VUCC awards on all
bands, as well as DXCC, Worked All States,
and Worked All Continents on 6 meters. In
addition, Jeff holds the all-time distance
record for 222 MHz for a contact from
Connecticut to Texas.
A look at his station will explain part of
Jeff’s success. His main rig is a Kenwood
TS-2000, which he uses primarily for 2
meters and 70 centimeters. His main 6meter (and HF) transceiver is an ICOM IC756. Plus, he has a classic Yaesu FT-736
for 222 MHz and to drive his transverters
for the microwave bands—903, 1296,
2304, and 3456 MHz, as well as 5 and 10
GHz. Homebrew amplifiers for everything
above 2 meters keep his signals loud. Off
to the right in the cover photo are a classic
Heathkit SB-221 kilowatt amp for 6 meters,
sitting on top of his backup amp for 6 and
2, a vintage Viking 6N2 Thunderbolt with
600 watts out. Outside, Jeff has three towers with a variety of very large antennas for
all of these bands.
Jeff’s ham radio inspiration came from
his parents, both of whom are amateurs
(Don, W2GKR, and Ruth, W2GKO, respectively). His uncle and two brothers-in-law
are also hams! Jeff says his dad likes to
build more than operate, so he’s the chief
station engineer; and Jeff himself likes to
operate more than to build, so he says
they’re a perfect pair!
Asked about the appeal of the VHF and
higher bands, Jeff points to exotic propagation modes, but mostly, he says, “I love
the camaraderie of the group. … I love
learning about new things from other people who are doing them.” (Cover photo by
Larry Mulvehill, WB2ZPI)
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sistor that will produce up to 30 watts at
frequencies from DC to 6 GHz. It runs
off a 28-VDC power supply and draws
on 200 mA of current. According to
RFMW, this transistor is ideal for military and civilian radar, jammers, and
communication systems requiring both
high gain (>14 dB) and high efficiency
(up to 60%). It is offered in two versions.
The -FL package has flanges for ease
of bolting down while the -FS version is
"earless."
Skyworks Solutions High Isolation
SP4T Switch. This single-pole, 4-throw
switch, model SKY13992-359LF, operates between 20 MHz and 4 GHz with
greater than 50 dB isolation and up to
6 GHz with slightly degraded performance. Insertion loss is less than 1 dB
and it offers a fast switching speed of
20 ns (that’s nanoseconds for the unfamiliar … and that’s fast). The switch is
intended primarily for use in military
communications gear, test and measurement equipment, and cellular infrastructure applications requiring feedback, channel, and filter bank switching.
It runs on a supply voltage of anywhere
between 3 and 5 volts DC, and the company describes it as cost-effective.
For information on any of these products, visit <www.rfmw.com> and search
for the item of interest, or contact
RFMW, Ltd., 90 Great Oaks Blvd.,
#107, San Jose, CA 95119; phone 877FOR-RFMW
(367-7369);
e-mail:
<info@rfmw.com>.

On the Bookshelf
We have several new books to tell you
about this month, including five new or
updated titles from the ARRL.
The Care and Feeding of Transmission Lines by QST Technical Editor
Joel Hallas, W1ZR (photo C), is an introductory-level book on feedlines and
connectors, exploring the basics of
coaxial cable and balanced lines, and
including a tutorial on attaching different types of connectors on different
types of cables. At first glance it looks
like a very useful guide for the new
antenna-builder (with perhaps a few
good tips for experienced ones as well),
but it seems significantly overpriced at
$27.95.
Another new title is Antenna Modeling for Beginners, by Ward Silver,
NØAX. First of all, anything Ward writes
is generally worthwhile since he is one
of those rare people who can explain
complex topics in terms that the educated layman can easily follow. At the
same time, the use of "for Beginners" in
the title is somewhat of a misnomer,
since the intended audience is people

who are new at the art of antenna modeling rather than the new ham, who is
much more likely to be installing antennas of tried-and-true design than to be
diving headfirst into designing his or her
own antenna. Ward’s focus on the practical shines through here, but again, the
book seems pretty pricey for its size at
$38.95.
The Amateur Radio Public Service
Handbook also is making its debut.
While it is labeled on the cover as the
First Edition, it really is an enhancement

Photo C– The Care and Feeding of
Transmission Lines from the ARRL is
an introductory-level book on feedlines
and connectors.

Photo D– Now in its 90th edition, The
ARRL Handbook is a reference that
should be part of every ham's library.
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